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5 reasons to join our program:

The Faculty of Theology of UPJPII offers both domestic and international students a unique 
opportunity to pursue a comprehensive, uniform, 5-year (long-cycle) MA-level study program 
entitled Theology in English at UPJPII in Krakow.

 ӹ The program is designed to be taught entirely in English, so English-speaking internation-
al students will be able to follow all the classes immediately (no initial knowledge of any 
other language is required, however a broad possibility to learn both classical and con-
temporary languages will be provided).

 ӹ The alumni of our program become fully trained professional theologians and acquire an 
in-depth knowledge of Catholic Theology at the Master of Arts level. In addition all stu-
dents of our program receive deep education in the fields of Christian philosophy, pastoral 
psychology and sociology as well as in the history of the Church and the Sacred Art.

 ӹ As the Pontifical University of John Paul II, we put a special emphasis on the teaching and 
heritage of Saint John Paul II, the citizen, the student, the scholar, the archbishop of our 
historical city of Cracow, and ultimately, not only one of the greatest popes in the history 
of the Catholic Church, but also one of the most important world figures of the 20th century. 

 ӹ The discussions in our classrooms are also shaped by the deep scientific-theological 
thought of the Solidarity movement chaplain, Fr. Prof. Józef Tischner, and of Templeton 
prize winner Fr. Prof. Michał Heller, as well as the ever powerful and fascinating mes-
sage of Divine Mercy, proclaimed here in Krakow by Saint Faustyna Kowalska. 

 ӹ The Faculty makes every effort to ensure that all courses that we provide remain in full 
accordance with the teaching of the Magisterium of the Catholic Church, and meet all  
the requirements of both Apostolic See (Veritatis Gaudium) and state (Polish Ministry  
of Education and Science) regulations.
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Theology in English

What makes this program unique?

The uniqueness of our program consists in the fact that students from all around the world 
are provided with an unprecedented opportunity to study and conduct their own research in 
theology at the unique quality level offered by the only Pontifical University in this region 
of Europe, and to combine their academic activity with the extraordinary experience of life in 
the city of KraKow. Here they can follow the footpaths of everyday life and academic growth, 
as well as the research and pastoral engagement of so many great scholars and saints with 
John Paul II himself at the helm. 

Specific Information

During the 5-year study program our students acquire broad and in-depth knowledge of all 
branches and subdivisions of the discipline of theology. 

During the first two years the curriculum concentrates on courses in Christian Philosophy. This 
provides a strong intellectual background for further theological study. The courses include such 
subjects as: history of philosophy, logic, metaphysics, epistemology, anthropology, ethics, 
philosophy of nature, and philosophy of God. Education in philosophy is intertwined with in-
troductory classes in theology, which gradually become more and more advanced. 

Starting from the third year, students devote their time almost entirely to theology, and prepare 
themselves to undertake their own original research in the field. The courses at this stage in-
clude deep exegetical Bible study (consisting of separate and detailed studies of all the Books 
of the Old and the New Testaments) as well as a very strong and deep dogmatic formation in-
cluding the broadest range of dogmatic treatises, such as: Protology, Trinitology, Christology, 
Charitology, Pneumatology, Sacramentology, Mariology, and Eschatology.

The whole curriculum takes into account the historical development of the doctrine of the Church 
ranging from the Church Fathers to the Second Vatican Council and its appropriate imple-
mentation by the post-conciliar Church Magisterium. While keeping up with all legitimate con-
temporary developments in theology, including a comprehensive study of the work and thought 
of Pope John Paul II, as a Pontifical University, we put a special emphasis on faithfulness to the 
teaching of the Magisterium and the Tradition of the Catholic Church.

In particular our students will have a unique opportunity to undertake the study of the heritage 
and the teaching of pope John Paul II. The program will include a series of lectures and seminars 
provided by Fr. Prof. Jarosław Kupczak, one of the best specialists in the field of the Theology 
of the body of John Paul II.
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From the student’s perspective 

My name is Jacob Francois, an American graduate student studying at the Pontifical University of John Paul II 
(UPJPII) in Krakow, Poland. I wanted to share with you the incredible opportunity that the Pontifical University 
has for students to study at the graduate level in English in the disciplines of both philosophy and theology. 
I studied at Loras College in Dubuque, IA and Benedictine College in Atchison, Kansas where I studied both 
theology and philosophy while I was involved in FOCUS bible studies. Although I thoroughly enjoyed my 
time studying from an American perspective, I am thoroughly enjoying the new perspective that I am re-
ceiving from Poland. The knowledge of professors here shows the global perspective of the Church that is 
necessary for the American Church in this post-modern age.
I am involved in both M.A. programs at UPJPII and I would like to encourage all students that are inter-
ested in studying at the graduate level to consider studying in Krakow! I would love to have more fellow 
Americans and other English-speaking students joining me and learning at this incredible university. To as-
sist with the costs that come from graduate school, I received a scholarship from NAWA (Polish National 
Agency for Academic Exchange) to study in Poland for free! Poland My first Choice Scholarship is a scholar-
ship offered by NAWA that gives me free tuition at UPJPII and a living stipend each month. I would encour-
age all students that are considering grad school to come to join me in Poland and to study at the graduate 
level to earn ecclesial and secular degrees that will not only assist their formation but be a part of the ongo-
ing education within the medieval heart of the Church that is Krakow, the home diocese of St. John Paul II. 

Sincerely,
Jacob François 

Graduate Student at UPJPII
jacob.francois@student.upjp2.edu.pl

In addition to the strong biblical-dogmatic education, our students will benefit from a wide vari-
ety of other branches of theology including fundamental theology (which encompasses eccle-
siological and ecumenical studies), pastoral theology, catechetics, preaching and new evangeli-
zation, catholic social teaching, and liturgical studies. The program also puts a strong emphasis 
on moral theology (general, special, bioethics, etc.), and last but not least on spiritual theology. 
In addition to specific philosophical-theological courses, the curriculum provides our students 
with a broad spectrum of complementary classes like psychology, history of the Church, History 
of Sacred Art with a special emphasis on sacred art in Poland, and in particular in Krakow.

Moreover, all students enrolled in our program will have the opportunity to improve their English 
language proficiency (if needed) or learn some new languages, including both ancient and modern 
ones.

As far as ancient languages are concerned, all students will attend obligatory classes in Latin. 
The program will also offer introductory classes in ancient Greek and biblical Hebrew.

As for modern languages, international students, who do not know Polish, will have an opportuni-
ty to study it within the framework of their study program. Those domestic and international stu-
dents who know Polish, will have a broad choice of modern language classes, including German, 
French, Italian, Spanish, and Russian.

theology.upjp2.edu.pl

Theology in English



*Note: Due to the differences in educational systems around the world our program cannot 
provide students with specific pedagogical and other non-theological competences which are in 
general obligatory for theologians who want to become teachers of religion classes in schools. 
For the same reason our program does not include Professional Teaching Practices at schools. 
However, the program does provide our students with catechetics classes, which (after the com-
pletion of necessary pedagogical and practical courses elsewhere) equips them with all neces-
sary theological knowledge to become professional teachers.

The alumni of our program are ready to undertake the study at graduate (e.g. PhD) level 
in English-speaking educational institutions (including Pontifical Universities) all over the 
world.

Theology in English

Credentials After Study

The alumni of our program become fully trained theologians who receive the professional title of 
Magister Teologii, which in English-speaking countries corresponds to the Master of Arts (MA) 
in Theology degree title. This title confirms full professional knowledge in all main fields of theology: 
Bible study, liturgy, dogmatic, moral, spiritual and pastoral theology.
In addition the alumni receive a broad knowledge of Christian philosophy, psychology, sociology 
as well as of history of the Church and of the Sacred Art.

Alumni Opportunities 

The alumni of our program will be able to seek the employment in the following areas:

 ӹ various educational, teaching*, and general academic employment opportunities, 
 ӹ various expert, advisor, reviewer, or writer positions in religious or theological journals and 
other media e.g. Internet, radio, and TV enterprises.

 ӹ a broad spectrum of parish pastoral or administrative positons, including managing or ad-
vising responsibilities connected to a wide range of religious and spiritual activities, such 
as organizing, facilitating, or conducting pilgrimages, retreats, and educational courses; or-
ganizing, overseeing, or managing activities of different religious and spiritual movements, 
groups, meetings, etc.

 ӹ various professions which require solid general humanistic education and/or high profi-
ciency in English.

 ӹ any professional activities which require a high degree of fluency in human-to-human rela-
tions (e.g. caring for children, the elderly, or the disabled), as well as activities which require 
appropriate emotional engagement and the ability to conduct responsible dialog with others 
with an empathetic approach.
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